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As arts-based research proliferates across disciplines and art forms in the academy, questions 
that come to the fore, questions that have long been asked of the arts, inquire about the 
relationship between ethics and aesthetics in art seen as research, in research using art: 

 •What are the ethical challenges of the artist-researcher in making aesthetic choices? 
 •To what extent does or should ethics inform aesthetics in arts-based research? 
 •Can aesthetic choices ever be autonomous from ethical considerations? 
 •How do arts-based researchers negotiate aesthetics with ethics in mind? 
 •Does aesthetic quality necessarily suffer at the hands of ethical considerations in the research context? 
 •What is at stake when we consider art as research, research as art? 
 •How do we honour ethical needs with aesthetics in mind? 
 •When/how do ethics and aesthetics come into conflict? 
 •When do ethical and aesthetic considerations align? 
 •When/how is art an ethical choice? 

Our presentations speak to these questions and raise others in the hope that through 
dialogue we might deepen our understanding of and appreciation for arts-based research.

S c h e d u l e  &  R e g i s t r a t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

8:30-9:30 coffee & registration 
9:00-9:30 opening remarks 
9:30-11:00 James Thompson, University of 
Manchester, in conversation with Julie Salverson, 
Queen’s University 
11:00-11:30 break & networking, with music by 
Scott Smallwood 
11:30-12:30 Celeste Snowber, Simon Fraser 
University 
12:30-1:30 vegetarian lunch & poster viewing 
1:30-245 Mike Emme, University of Victoria 
2:45-3:15 break and networking, with music by 
Scott Smallwood 
3:15-4:30 Kaisu Koski, visiting scholar with Arts & 
Humanities in Health & Medicine 
4:30-5:00 closing remarks 

Please do pre-register as we need numbers for 
ordering catering. To register e-mail Michael Coulis 
at coulis@ualberta.ca. 

Please send $25 registration fee to the address 
below or pay on-site:

c/o Vanessa Ianson 
347 Education South, University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2G5 

Please let us know if you have any food allergies of 
which we need to be aware. 

Directions to the venue: 
Arts-based Research Studio, 4-104 Education North 
The Education complex is on 87 Avenue between 
112 Street & 114 Street. We are in the North tower, 
4th floor, just right of the elevators. Click for map. 
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I) In Conversation
Julie and James will discuss their different 
practices and perspectives on the ethics and 
aesthetics of arts-based research. James will 
concentrate on projects in war zones and the 
challenges of making theatre in sites where the 
arts can play an ambiguous role, and Julie will 
talk about the community arts and the artist as 
foolish witness , and the dangerous divides 
between applied and professional artists. Both 
Julie and James' work has questioned the 
responsibility of practitioners to the way 
vulnerable communities are represented and 
are invited to participate in theatre 
programmes. The dialogue will explore the 
limits of theatre practice in community 
contexts, and the ethics of aesthetic choices.  

James Thompson is Professor of Applied and 
Social Theatre at the Centre for Applied 
Theatre Research, University of Manchester. 
He is a director of “In Place of War” - a 
research and practice-based project exploring 
performance and theatre in war zones. He is 
author of a number of books including 
“Performance Affects” (Palgrave, 2009) and 
with colleagues Jenny Hughes and Michael 
Balfour “Performance in Place of 
War” (Seagull, 2009). James has run projects 
with refugee communities in the UK as well as 
working on projects in eastern DR Congo, 
Indonesia, Rwanda and Sri Lanka. He is 
currently working on a new book called 
'Humanitarian Performance'.

Julie Salverson writes plays, essays and 
opera and has practiced, published and taught 
extensively about the artist as witness, ethics 
and the imagination. She edited Community 
Engaged Theatre (2011) and Popular Political 

Theatre and Performance (2010).  Her feature 
“They Never Told Us These Things” is in the 
Summer, 2011 issue of Maisonneuve Magazine.  
Runner up for the 2009 CBC Literary Awards, 
she is writing the book Atomic Elegy: Finding 
Community in Haunted Places. Julie teaches at 
Queen’s University.

II) What the Body Knows: Dance as 
embodied inquiry
This presentation will explore how the body 
can open up a space for knowledge, wisdom, 
artistic practice and ultimately a place for 
embodied inquiry.  A more alive connection to 
and from the body can inform and transform 
practices of arts-based research, imbuing us 
with a more intimate understanding through 
the senses.  I will highlight the ways I have 
integrated dance, movement and embodied 
forms of inquiry over the last few decades 
through writing from the body, performance 
and teaching. I will also perform a few dance 
pieces, which focus on the connections 
between humus, humility and humor as well 
as create an improvisational dance/voice piece, 
which explores our collective inquiry and 
questions from the connection of ethics, 
aesthetics and the issues raised during our 
time together.  
Celeste Snowber, PhD is a dancer, educator 
and writer who is an Associate Professor in the 
area of arts education in the Faculty of 
Education at Simon Fraser University.  She has 
written extensively in the area of arts and 
embodiment and continues to create site-
specific performances in the natural world.  
Her latest book is co-authored with her 
colleague Stuart Richmond, entitled, Landscapes 
of Aesthetic Education. 

K e y n o t e  P r e s e n t a t i o n s

3



III) Risking Research: On Aesthetics and 
Ethics in Visual Inquiry
This presentation will use examples from studio 
practice and educational research as 
visualizations for a discussion of the ways that 
arts-based research can function as a “minor 
literature” in the Deluzean sense. Particular focus 
will be placed on the dimensions of disinterest 
and risk-taking, disruption and ‘Kafkaesque 
humour’ as factors in the ways that art practice 
disturbs and opens up discourse in educational 
inquiry. Focus will also be drawn to the ethical 
implications for the relationship between 
researcher and participant in a destabilized 
research environment. As Deleuze and Guattari 
adapted a tetralinguistic model to articulate the 
disruptions in Kafka’s Metamorphosis, (Braziel, 
2011) this presentation will play with that 
analytical model and consider the layers of a 
visual research text as darkly humorous 
commentary on the blurred territories of research. 
Michael J. Emme, associate professor at the 
UVic, is an exhibiting artist, educational 
researcher and studio instructor. His researches: 
‘lens media,’ and digital technology supporting 
collaborative-creative inquiry. Emme has co-
created comic books, gallery art, installations and 
performance works with elementary students, 
educators and graduate students in Canada and 
the USA. He has taught at the University of 
Alberta, Central Washington University and the 
Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. Dr. Emme 
has edited the Journal of Social Theory and Art 
Education and The Canadian Art Teacher.

IV) Arts-based research in medical context: 
Aesthetic interests, ethical challenges
The presentation discusses different approaches 
an artist-researcher can take on medical themes, 
and the ethical challenges that arise from the 
aesthetic interests involved. It addresses the 
artist’s autonomy when working in a medical 
context, and the influence the context has on a 
creative process. Dr. Koski will use her own 

artistic practice as illustration of particular ways 
of working, addressing especially audiovisual 
and performative means in arts-based research. 
The selected works are self-rendered ‘medical’ 
observations on qualities in doctor-patient 
relationship, and the role of belief and ritual in 
medication usage. While the images are fantasies 
constructed by analogue means, they also include 
elements from real medical environments. The 
presentation thus addresses the process in 
juxtaposing material produced in medical 
domain with studio-based material, and the 
ethical issues related to portraying the 
participants in a context of an artwork. 
Kaisu Koski is a Finnish media artist and 
researcher, based in the Netherlands. 
She has studied in the University of Lapland and 
Amsterdam School of the Arts, and defended her 
dissertation Augmenting Theatre in 2007. Kaisu’s 
art practice is intertwined with academic 
research, focusing currently on the dialogue 
between art and medicine, and the methodology 
of art-based research. 
http://www.kaisukoski.com

Music by Scott Smallwood: “Dusty 
Impressions”, a four-channel audio 
composition 
Scott Smallwood is a sound artist, composer, 
and sound performer who creates works inspired 
by discovered textures and forms, through a 
practice of listening, field recording, and sonic 
improvisation.  He also designs experimental 
electronic instruments and software, as well as 
sound installations and site-specific performance 
scenarios.  He performs as one-half of the laptop/
electronic duo Evidence (with Stephan Moore), 
and currently lives in Edmonton, Alberta, where 
he teaches Composition, Improvisation, and 
Electroacoustic music at the University of 
Alberta. 

K e y n o t e  P r e s e n t a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d
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Diane Conrad is Associate Professor of Drama/
Theatre Education in the Department of Secondary 
Education at the U of A and Director of the Arts-
based Research Studio. She does participatory 
drama-based research with high risk youth. The 
ethnodrama Athabasca’s Going Unmanned, which 
she wrote and produced about research with 
incarcerated youth, is currently in press with Sense 
Publications. She also teaches a graduate level 
course in arts-based research.

Vera Caine, RN, MN, PhD is Assistant Professor 
and Co-chair of the Health Equity Area of 
Excellence in the Faculty of Nursing at the 
University of Alberta. Vera’s research interests 
center on narrative inquiry and visual 
methodologies, particularly on issues of relational 
ethics; she works with Aboriginal youth and 
families and people living with HIV.

Miriam Cooley is Associate Professor in 
Elementary Education visual art education. Her 
research interests include art education, creative 
inquiry processes, reflective practitioner research 
in the arts classroom, image based research, 
aesthetic response to art and visual aspects of 
contemporary culture, video and photo 
installation, documentary film, and collaborative 
research. 

Pirkko Markula is a professor of socio-cultural 
studies of sport and physical activity at the 
University of Alberta, Canada. Her research 
interests include social analyses of dance, exercise, 
and sport in which she has employed several 
theoretical lenses ranging from critical, cultural 
studies research to Foucault, Derrida, and Deleuze. 
While her work is based on qualitative research 
methods (textual analysis, participant-observation, 
interviewing, ethnography), she is also interested 
in methodological experimentation including 
autoethnography and performance ethnography. 
She is the current editor of the Sociology of Sport 
Journal. Amongst numerous publications, her 
work appears in Qualitative Inquiry, International 

Review of Qualitative Inquiry, Sociology of Sport 
Journal, Journal of Sport & Social Issues and 
others. She is the co-author, with Michael Silk, of 
Qualitative Research for Physical Culture 
(Routledge, 2011).

Lynn Fels is an assistant professor in Arts 
Education in the Faculty of Education at Simon 
Fraser University. Her interests are cross-
curriculum learning through the arts, performative 
inquiry, arts for social change, teacher education 
and leadership. She is the former Academic Editor 
of Educational Insights, an online journal that 
pioneered innovative on-line knowledge 
representation, and co-author of Exploring 
Curriculum: Performative Inquiry, Role Drama 
and Learning. 

Pamela Brett-MacLean holds a PhD in 
Interdisciplinary Studies (focused on arts and 
health) from the University of British Columbia. 
She is an Assistant Professor and Director of the 
Arts & Humanities in Health & Medicine (AHHM) 
Program in the Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry at 
the University of Alberta.

Jaime Beck is the Research Coordinator at the 
Arts Based Research Studio. She is also completing 
a PhD program in Teacher Education her at the 
UofA. Her research interests include: teacher 
education; teacher induction and mentorship; 
teacher attrition; teacher professional growth; 
narrative inquiry; research-based theatre; 
performative inquiry; and arts-based inquiry. 

Michael Coulis is an adult educator focused on 
experiential learning. His research framework 
builds through reflexive analysis between 
existential phenomenology and Arts-based 
inquiry. Michael's first publication, 'Expanding the 
Boundaries of Cartography: Journeys Beyond the 
Neatline' (University of Alberta Libraries Press, 
2010), examines, from the first person perspective, 
loss, rhythm, voice and revolve. BA (1993) 
Concordia University, MA (2011), OISE/UT

O t h e r  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  o u r  s y m p o s i u m  i n c l u d e :
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