
2º of Fear and Desire  

Event Details: 

Date: Saturday October 25, 2008 

Time: 1:00-6:00 p.m.  

Location: 4-104 Education North, University of Alberta 

Cost: No cost. 

Attendance will be limited to 20 participants. Participants must commit to the full 5 

hour workshop.  

 

To participate in the workshop, or for further details regarding this event, please 

contact: Diane Conrad at 780.492.5870 or diane.conrad@ualberta.ca 

 

Sponsored by ihuman Youth Society, Inner City Youth Development Association, the 

University of Albert Faculty of Education, Edmonton Small Press Association.    

 

Theatre Event asks: 

What stops us from changing our environmentally 

destructive behaviour? 

2º of Fear and Desire is theatre without a play – just us and our fears, desires, and 

challenges facing global warming. Facilitated by David Diamond, the Artistic/Managing Director of Vancouver’s acclaimed Headlines Theatre, participants 
in this five hour workshop are invited to use the language of the theatre to delve 

deep into their own, and their community’s experiences, to turn the spotlight away 
from the spectacle of external environmental devastation and shine it in the mirror. 
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How the Event Works: 

After a couple hours of group building and image theatre work, three participants are 

invited to share their stories onstage. The subject: our struggle with daily choices in 

the face of global warming. After hearing the three stories, the room votes on which 

has the deepest resonance, and that story is explored, using a technique called “Cops in the Head.” 
 



Diamond’s Theatre for Living has emerged from Brazilian director Augusto Boal’s 
Theatre of the Oppressed. Theatre for Living sits in a systems-based context and is a 

dynamic way to look at the internal drives that affect our actions. Those drives are 

given voice and shape, spoken to, pushed and pulled. Ideas for resolving internal 

conflicts can be experimented with onstage. Theatre for Living goes beyond the 

binary model of oppressor and oppressed to stimulate community dialogue woven 

with the complexity and ironies of real life. The experience is playful and fun, while 

often revealing striking insights.  

 

Background of 2º of Fear and Desire: 

In 2008 2º of Fear and Desire was put together by Headlines Theatre as a series of 

ten grassroots theatre events throughout Vancouver. The events focused on 

investigating the blockages we face in making core behavioural change in our lives in 

relation to climate issues. By tapping into the community’s collective creativity, what 
emerged was an opportunity to develop grassroots solutions to possibly the most 

important issue facing humanity today. 

About Headlines Theatre: 

Twenty-seven years strong, award-winning Headlines Theatre has produced 

hundreds of performances and workshops around the world. Recent mainstage 

events: Meth (2006/07), Here and Now (2005) and Practicing Democracy (2004) 

played to great critical and audience acclaim, with Practicing Democracy being 

honoured as Outstanding Production of the Year at the 2004 Jessie Richardson 

Awards.  

 

 


