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 For how much longer ecosystems will be able to support life on Earth is foundational to my research. What the 

drivers of  change are, for both better and worse, will be discussed. The role of  post-normal science will be shown to be 

critical if  science is to play a constructive role in helping to guide us towards a flourishing world as opposed to one of  

decline and collapse. In particular, complexity needs to be embraced if  the societal shifts that are both good and bad are to 

be understood.

 Empirically, as well as intuitively, we know that economic models and linear approaches to the solving of  complex 

problems are not where solutions will be found. The “establishment” model (i.e., the dominant paradigm) has managed to 

do something oddly contrary to human flourishing by, in some manner, imposing a detached manner of  ‘measurement’ – a 

disconnect - which has only increased a ‘human-sentient’ gap, further alienating people and scientists from the need for the 

holistic integration with ecology. How is this to be reconciled? 

 Regardless of  whether our future is secure or not, education and learning must be embraced to perform ser-

vices of  all kinds; how are researchers enabled to avoid hopelessness and anomie and to actually re-engage with research? 

Indeed, by recognizing the priority needs of  society, through both science and the humanities, the challenges of  our times 

can be embraced with a sense that what we can do with our hearts and vision for the future indeed can make a positive dif-

ference. A tool kit will be unpacked to reveal some of  the ways to move the sustainability agenda forward.

Post Normal Science for addressing the sustainability challenges of our times.
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